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Following not* re helicopter incident mt Soviet 
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Auguet 1, 19581 

,« ,!^*J^ av ^ UBt of stat * "hBNWm the receipt of the note dated July. 
18, 1958 froa the ttheecy of the felon of Soviet Soolaliet Repoblloe renrdlntf 
the detention in the Soviet Zone of Oaraany of the crew aeabcra and peeeeuffePS 
ofthe united Statea Amy heliooptar whleh Inadvertent!? oroaeed tae aonel£? 
border on June 7, 1958 aa a reeult of operational difficulties and aade a °* 
forced landing near Zwickau* * 

L °» 

"la (the Qovarnaent of the union of Soviet Soolaliet Republics ia no doufo 
awe, the nine nen have subsequently been returned to united 8tatea oontrolT 
Ihey were turned over to repreeentativea of the Aaerioan Rod Groaa by renreC* 
■"•"ttw of the fleet Qeraen Rod Croea at lbopea-Joehhoah on the aonal border 
on July 19. irrangenenta for the releaae had been concluded at Berlin on \ 
July 17 betveen Mr. Robert S* tflleon. Director of Operation., European Area/ 
Aiwr^ Rational Red Groaa, and ftr* Warner Ludwig, Frealdent of the Geree*^ 
Red Groaa la the Soviet Zone* Ui 

00 

Wdle the GoTarnaant of the united 8tataa ia gratified that the releaae 
of the nine nan could be obtained through the httnanitarian oo-operation of 
the two Red Groaa aooletiee, It viahea to ra-eapbaalaa that the union of 
Soviet Soolaliet Republioa beara a direet reepoaeibllity, in eaaea of thle 
sort, for the proapt return to united State* eoatrol of united Statea nilk- 
tary personnel and united Statea Qovevanaat property* 

*&e Goveraaent of the united Statea cannot aeeept the contention of 
the Soviet note of July IS, 1958 that thle aatter doee not fall within the 
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I competence of the 8oviet authorities In Germany* The Government of tha Halted 
States has made ite poeition clear la the Department of State »■ n"f-»f«»Jf« «* 
Jane 20, July 1, end July 3, 1958 end In Depnty Bnder Secretary °* «**• , W? f 
foments to ambasseilo/llanahikov on July U, 1958. It wishee to reiterate that 
the poeition taken In the Soviet notes of July 2 and IB, 1958 is hased on a mle- 
oonoeption of the legsl end faotual situation* 

"Soviet responsibility In matter, of this sort ie fixed by W^*"*™*- 
firmed by lens-stendlng praotloe. Thie responsibility can la no way be affeoted 
by any errengemente which the Soviet authorities may make with the local German 
authoriUesof the 8oviet Zone of Occupation. The Soviet authorities In Germany 
hed/ln feet, acknowledged their responsibility la this ease by taking oustody of 
the nine men In the first instance* 



1 



■The question of the return of the disabled United States iray helicopter 
remains to be settled. The Government of the Xtoited 8tates expeote that the 
necessary and appropriate Instructions will be issued to the Goamtnder-la-Ohief 
o?thrSou7ofSoviet Forces la Germany, in keeping with the established Soviet 
responsibilltr la matters of this sort, to co-operate in making errengemente for 
a prompt return of the aircraft to felted States control*" 

tfe contemplate no further action on Governmental level unless 8oviets Intro- 
duce some new element In reply* We do not Intend publish note unless some Soviet 
action makes publication desirable* 
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